
 

 
 

 

Ontario East Municipal Conference 
September 6-8, 2023 in Ottawa 



 

OEMC 2023 – PROGRAM OVERVIEW FOR WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 6, 2023 

8:30 AM – 10:30 
AM 

Atrium 
Registration and Refreshments 
Sponsored by Geo-Registry Integrated Datachain (GRID)  

10:30 AM – 12:30 
PM 

Room 118 CDE  
Conference Welcome & Opening Keynote 
Conference Welcome with invited Government Speakers: 

 Honourable Steve Clark, Minister of Municipal Affairs & Housing 

 Warden Peter Emon, County of Renfrew, Chair, Eastern Ontario Wardens’ Caucus 

 Mayor Jeff Leal, City of Peterborough, Chair, Eastern Ontario Mayors’ Caucus 
Opening Keynote Speaker: Judy Croon 
Sponsored by Enbridge Gas Inc. 
  
Ontario's EV Supply Chain - Driving Eastern Ontario's Contributions and Opportunities 
Sponsored by ResearchFDI 

12:30 PM –  
1:30 PM 

Lunch in Room 118 CDE  
Pick up your food in the Exhibit Hall 

 

 Municipal Development Workforce Development Economic Development Community Development 

1:30 PM – 
2:30 PM 

Room 118 B 
Mayor and Members' 
Roles in Economic 
Development 

Room 106 H 
Employment Ontario is 
Transforming: Building 
Connections for 
Employers and Job 
Seekers 

Room 106 FG 
Tourism is big business in 
Eastern Ontario! Update 
from RTOs 

Room 118 A 
Renfrew Virtual Triage & 
Assessment Centre (RC VTAC): 
An Innovative Approach to 
Health Care | Belleville's 
Physician Recruitment 

2:30 PM – 
3:00 PM 

Refreshment Break in Exhibit Hall, Ballroom 106 
Sponsored by Welch LLP 

3:00 PM – 
4:00 PM 

Room 118 B 
Permissions, 
Prohibitions, and 
Purgatory - Small Town 
Planning in Eastern 
Ontario Cottage Country 

Room 106 H 
Workforce 
Development, Attraction 
and Retention in Rural 
Communities in Post 
Covid World 

Room 106 FG 
Eastern Ontario Industrial 
and Employment Lands 

Room 118 A 
Community Engagement and 
Long-term Visions: Stimulants 
for Investments, Economic 
Growth and Redevelopment in 
Small Municipalities. The Town 
of Deep River Case Study 

4:00 PM – 
4:10 PM 

Transition Break 

4:10 PM – 
5:10 PM 

Room 118 B 
Municipality-initiated 
Development: Case 
Study - Highway 417 
Industrial Park in 
Township of Russell 

 Room 106 FG 
Eastern Ontario 
Macroeconomics - Trends, 
Challenges & Opportunities 

Room 118 A 
Fueling the Future: Renewable 
Natural Gas in Eastern Ontario 

5:10 PM – 
6:30 PM 

President's Reception in Exhibit Hall | Sponsored by Hydro One Networks Inc 
Celebrating Ontario East Economic Development Commission's 35th Year! 
 

6:30 PM – 
10:00 PM 

FREE NIGHT –  OEMC will provide a shuttle service from the Ottawa Conference & Event Centre to the 
Byward Market (33 George Street). The first shuttle will depart at 6:15 PM and continue to loop until 10:30 
PM. 

 
OEMC has teamed up with Ottawa Tourism to offer OEMC attendees the most of Ottawa for less with 
these incredible discounts. Scan the QR Code at Registration or online here for a list of places that will 
provide discounts if you wear your badge at the participating businesses.  
 



 

OEMC 2023 – PROGRAM OVERVIEW FOR THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 7, 2023 

8:00 AM – 
9:00 AM 

Room 118 CDE  
Sponsored Breakfast! Pick up your food in the Exhibit Hall! 

9:00 AM – 
10:00 AM 

 Room 118 CDE 
Government Address with invited Government Speakers: 

 Honourable Victor Fedeli, Minister of Economic Development, Job Creation and Trade (video remarks) 

 Roger Haley, Chair, Eastern Ontario Leadership Council, Mayor, Front of Yonge, Former Warden, Leeds & 
Grenville United Counties 

 Honourable Filomena Tassi, Minister responsible for the Federal Economic Development Agency for Southern 
Ontario (video remarks) 

 
EDO of the Year Award Presentation 
Sponsored by ResearchFDI 

10:00 AM – 
10:30 AM 

Refreshment Break in Exhibit Hall, Ballroom 106 
Sponsored by Peak Benefits Solutions 

 Municipal Development Workforce Development Economic Development Community Development 

10:30 AM – 
11:30 AM 

Room 118 B 
Preparing Eastern 
Municipalities for 
Ontario’s Energy Future 

Room 106 H 
Canada’s Immigration 
Advantage: Programs 
and Resources for 
Employers | OINP-
Entrepreneur Success 
Initiative Update 

Room 106 FG 
Leveraging Government 
Resources: How to Navigate 
the Funding Landscape 

 

11:30 AM – 
11:40 AM 

Transition Break 

11:40 AM – 
12:40 PM 

Room 118 B 
Municipal Law Update 

Room 106 H 
Be Your Economy’s DEI 
Hero: Here’s the Secret 

Room 106 FG 
Harnessing the Bioeconomy 
to meet the challenges 
facing Eastern Ontario and 
Mother Earth 

Room 118 A 
Energizing Life: Preparing 
Communities for a Clean 
Energy Future 

12:40 PM – 
1:45 PM 

Lunch in Room 118 CDE  
Pick up your food in the Exhibit Hall! 

1:45 PM – 
2:45 PM 

Room 118 B 
The Eastern Ontario 
Wardens’ Caucus 
Regional Housing Plan 
and the Rural Housing 
Information System 

Room 106 H 
What's Out There in the 
Skilled Trades & 
Technologies: Building 
Ontario’s Skilled Trades 
and Technologies 
Workforce - Together 

Room 106 FG 
Taking it to the Streets - the 
Main Streets 

Room 118 A 
GRID: An Innovative Solution to 
Streamline Development 
Approvals through Processes 
that are Simple and Efficient, 
which aggregate Complete 
Property Information! 

2:45 PM – 
3:15 PM 

Refreshment Break in Exhibit Hall, Ballroom 106 
Sponsored by Durham Regional Technology Development Site (DRTDS)  

3:15 PM – 
4:15 PM 

Room 118 B 
The Future of Seniors Housing: The Abbeyfield Shared 
Accommodation Model | The Provincial Urgency to 
Build More Homes: Managing Growth while achieving 
Community Vision: A Case Study of the Cavan 
Monaghan Experience 

Room 106 FG 
How Colleges Can Support Attracting Industry 
 

5:30 PM – 
10:00 PM 

Room 118 CDE 
Banquet & Entertainment featuring Billboard Top 10 Blues Artist, 2020 IBC Winner, and JUNO Nominee, Canadian 
singer/guitarist JW-Jones! 
Sponsored by Independent Electricity System Operator (IESO)  
*Cocktail from 5:30-6:30 | Dinner to begin at 6:30 
 



 

OEMC 2023 – PROGRAM OVERVIEW FOR FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 8, 2023 

9:00 AM – 10:00 AM 
 
  

Room 118E 
Morning Refreshments & Special Guest Speaker: Sara Wilshaw, Chief Trade Commissioner of Canada 

and Assistant Deputy Minister, International Business Development, Global Affairs Canada  

 

Thank you to our Sponsors and Exhibitors 
 
Be sure to visit all our exhibitors during the conference.  The Exhibit Hall is in the Ballroom 106 and is open as follows: 
 
Wednesday, September 6, 2:30 p.m. – 3:00 p.m. – Refreshment Break 
Wednesday, September 6, 5:10 p.m. – 6:30 p.m. – President’s Reception 
Thursday, September 7, 10:00 a.m. – 10:30 a.m. – Refreshment Break 
Thursday, September 7, 2:45 p.m. – 3:15 p.m. – Refreshment Break 
 
 

14 Cambium 21 Loyalist College of Applied Arts & Technology 

11 Canada Post 4 Ministry of Tourism, Culture and Sport (MTCS) 

31 Cloud Metric 9 Municipal Finance Officers’ Association (MFOA) 

29 Conservation Ontario 3 Municipal Property Assessment Corporation (MPAC) 

16 Durham Regional Technology Development Site (DRTDS) 8 Office of the Ombudsman Ontario 

15 Eastern Ontario Business Journal 26 Ontario Clean Water Agency (OCWA) 

32 Economic Developers Council of Ontario (EDCO) 10 Ontario Tourism Education Corporation (OTEC) 

13 Enbridge Gas Inc.  5 Ontario Vehicle Innovation Network (OVIN) 

24 Federal Economic Development Agency for Southern Ontario 27 Peak Benefits Solutions 

19 Geo-Registry Integrated Datachain (GRID) 25 Public Services Health & Safety Association (PSHSA) 

30 Graham 18 ResearchFDI 

2 Hydro One Networks Inc. 17 Rogers Communications 

20 Independent Electricity System Operator (IESO) 12 Tangible Words 

23 Image Advantage Solutions 6 WCG Services 

22 Intact Public Entities 7 Charging Station Sponsored by WCG Services 

 


