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Great Lakes Basin  

764 565 km2 

Great Britain 

229,848 km² 

Germany 

357,021 km² 

Texas  

696,241 km² 

GREAT AND LARGE 
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Ontario Population 2006

Lake Ontario Basin: 

56.27% of Ontarians

Lake Erie Basin: 

17.68% of Ontarians

Lake Huron Basin: 

11.87% of Ontarians

Lake Superior Basin: 

1.41% of Ontarians

St Lawrence Basin: 

11.28% of Ontarians

The rest of Ontario: 

1.49 % of Ontarians

HOME TO 98% OF ONTARIANS 
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 POWER GENERATION 

Sir Adam Beck Generating Complex on the Niagara River 
(Ontario Power Generation) 

Pickering nuclear station from the shores of Lake Ontario 
(Media Commons) 

Enwave's Deep Lake Water Cooling  (DLWC) system, Toronto - 
ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ ƭŀƪŜ-source cooling system. 

Å Great Lakes support more than 80% of power generated in Ontario 
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! ǾƛƴŜȅŀǊŘΩǎ ŘǊƛǇ ƛǊǊƛƎŀǘƛƻƴ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ  
(Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Rural Affairs)  

AGRICULTURE AND FOOD 

Greenhouses  Niagara 
Falls   

Ontario is home to Canada's largest food processing 
sector   

Å Over 95% of Ontarioôs agricultural lands 

are in the Great Lakes basin. 

 

Å Ontario is Canadaôs largest food 

processing sector 
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SHIPPING AND TRADE 

Framed by the Blue Water Bridge, two lake freighters take on cargo in Sarnia Harbour  

Å Ontarioôs shipping industry generates about $2.6 billion annually to the 

economy. 

//upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/f/f0/Two_Lake_Freighters_Loading_in_Sarnia.jpg
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MANUFACTURING  

Oakville Ford plant  

A solar panel assembly facility in Welland. The facility 
relies on parts shipped from Korea.  

Å 75% of Canadaôs manufacturing takes place in the Great Lakes basin. 
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FISHING  

Commercial fishing on Lake Huron (Ministry of Natural Resources) 

A day fishing on Lake Ontario (Ministry of Natural Resources) 

  
 

Å Commercial fishing contributes $234 

million and Recreational fishing 

contributes more than $600 million 

annually to Ontarioôs economy 
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TOURISM 

Playing in Georgian Bay  
(Ontario Tourism Marketing Partnership Corporation)  

 

Paddling a voyageur canoe on the Kaministiquia River, Lake 
Superior  

Summer sailing in Lake Ontario 

 

Å Annually more than 70 million tourists visit Great Lakes region injecting $12.3 

billion into the economy. 
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The Great Lakes-Upper St. Lawrence River population 
of the Lake Sturgeon is threatened  (US Fish & Wildlife 

Service) 

.ƭŀƴŘƛƴƎΩǎ ǘǳǊǘƭŜΣ ŀ ǘƘǊŜŀǘŜƴŜŘ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎ ŜƴŘŜƳƛŎ ǘƻ 
the Great Lakes Basin (Ministry of Natural 

Resources)  

Bald eagle, a Species of Concern 
in Ontario (Bill Cole)

  

THE NATURE OF THE GREAT LAKES 

ÅOne of the most biodiverse geographies in Canada with 

approximately 4000 species of plants, fish and wildlife 



11 

ENJOYING THE GREAT LAKES 

Children play at Petticoat Creek Conservation Area, Lake Ontario, 
Pickering (Ontario Tourism Marketing Partnership Corporation) 

Hiking the Tobermory shoreline 
(Ontario Tourism Marketing Partnership Corporation) 

Manitoulin Island, Lake Huron  
(Ontario Tourism Marketing Partnership 

Corporation, J. Speed) 
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BINATIONAL GREAT LAKES PROTECTION 
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  PAST SUCCESSES 

1970s -1980s: Jurisdictions collaborated to tackle 

these problems 

 

Great Lakes responded well through the 1990s  

ÅReduced toxic chemicals  

ÅCleaned up several highly polluted areas 

ÅWater quality improved and algae was dramatically 

reduced  

Å90% reduction in lampreys and recovery of many 

fisheries 

 
 
 

1960s-1970s: Great Lakes were suffering from: 

ÅToxic Chemicals 

ÅExcess Nutrients (Algae) 

ÅPolluted harbours, bays and waterfronts 

ÅInvasive sea lamprey  
 

Transformer and adult sea lamprey 
mouths (Ministry of Natural Resources) 
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AREAS OF CONCERN  

      Binational AOCs (Environment Canada) 

http://www.ec.gc.ca/raps-pas/
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ST. LAWRENCE RIVER (CORNWALL) AREA OF CONCERN 

Worked with partners including 

municipalities to: 

 

Å Develop and implement the 

Cornwall Sediment Strategy 

 

Å Upgrade Sewage Treatment Plant  

 

Å Develop of a Pollution Prevention 

Control Plan 

 

Å Implement  tributary restoration 

projects 

 

Å Develop a private residential septic 

system assessment program 
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BAY OF QUINTE AREA OF CONCERN 

Worked with partners including 

municipalities to: 

 

Å Reduce phosphorous loads from 

municipal point sources including 

upgrades to sewage treatment 

 

Å Implement 500 projects to reduce 

non-point source phosphorus. 

 

Å Develop and implement Sediment 

Management, Fisheries 

Management & Habitat Strategies 

 

Å Develop Pollution Prevention & 

Control Plans 

 

 


