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How municipal grants and transfer payments  
have changed over the years 

The glory 
years 
1901 
Road Grant introduced, 
eventually covers up  
to 80 percent of road 
expenditures 

1980s 
More than 100 conditional 
grants available 

 

The lean 
times 
1993 
NDP Social Contract cuts  
$300 million in funding 

1995 
PC Common Sense Revolution 
collapses multiple transfer 
payments 

 

¢ƻŘŀȅΩǎ 
reality 
2009 
Stimulus funding provides 
temporary windfall to 
municipalities 

2014 
Dwindling contributions 
available through Ontario 
Municipal Partnership Fund 

Competitive screening process 

Lottery system spreads limited 
funds across the province 



A new approach: Focusing on both  
short- and long-term pressures 

Reporting  
on tangible 
capital assets 
Public Sector Accounting Board rules 
require municipalities to report on 
tangible capital asset lifecycle and 
replacement costs. 

 

Preparing asset 
management 
plans 
Province-mandated plans must be 
prepared and maintained by all 
municipalities looking to receive 
infrastructure grant funding. 



Best practices for better budget administration  
and financial planning 

Live within your means 

Look to the past to plan  
for the future 

Reward yourself (by 
managing your money) 

Establish rules and  
follow them 

Follow the 80 percent 
rule 

Prioritize, balance  
and prioritize again 

Review and adjust  
your fees 

Put it out on  
the street 

Build strength  
in numbers 

Report, report,  
report 


